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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. be fulfilled."—Luke xxi. 22. That the Jews knew not 
cA God, and obeyed not the gospel of Christ, we have seen 
ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. 1.9. already, and that God took vengeance on them at this peri- 


“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from “aa one denies. All these expressions therefore, pertect- 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his pow- ~— to this period, aud te the punishment of this peo- 
er.” pie. 

(Continued from page 106.) But there are some other things ‘mentioned in the con- 
text which were to take place at this same time, “when the 

Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven,” which are ir- 

reconcilable with the common views entertained of this 

passage, but which very strongly confirm the explanation { 

y be have given, 

firmed, by considering, Ist. At this same period of time the Thessalonians were 
2d. At what time this punishment was to be inflieted.|to obtain rest. This is very evident from the passage, for it 

It is alinost the universal belief, that the time spoken of isfis said—*And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when 

at the day of judgment or the end of tis material world.|the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven.” If the 

But let us examine the context of the passage, and see, if}question is asked, “rest from what 2?” the context cleariv 

such a belief is supported trom it. ‘The coutext is very|shews, that at this peviod they were to obtain rest from tlic 

explicit, in informing us at what period of time the per-|persecutions aud tribulations which they were enduring. 
ons mentioned were to be punished with “everlasiing de-|See the context, and compare 2 Cor. vii. 5, and Acts ix. 

-trnetion from the presence of the Lord.” Notice then, 131. Now, if the period when Christ shall be revealed 
Ist. That the time is expressly said to be,—“When from heaven be at the day of judgment, as is commouly 

the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his oo Hhessalontans are not promised rest from 

mizhty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them their persecutions and tribulations uatil this period, If 
that kuow not God, and that obey net the gospel of our this view be mts they have not yet cotained rest, for 

Lord Jesus Christ ; who shall be punished with everlast-|the day of judgment is not yet come, nor is Christ in this 

ine destruction from the presence of the Lord.” sense yet revealed from heaven. but surely the Thes:a- 

ug u ‘onians have obtained rest, where all weary find rest, and 
hear no more voice of the oppressor, 


We have attempted to shew, that the persons said to be 
punished with everlasting destruction in this passage, were 
the unbelieving persecutmg Jews. ‘he fallacy of this 


. ' f $ <s5)1% _ 
yiew Wii like ly be detecte 4g Ur 3h 1. IS true, it Wis be con- 


The particular time specified is then,—“When the Lord 
Tesus shall be revealed trom heaven.” Is the question ask- 
el,--what period is referred to by these words? l answer 
when the Lord Jesus was revealed irom heaven to recom- 
pense tribulation to the Jews asa nation, when all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth came upon them, In 
proof of this let it be noticed, that this period is expressly 
catled—“the day when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke 
i. 30. Compare Rom. ti. 5. 1 Peter i. 5, 13, and iy. 
13-19, and v. 1—6. ‘That this revelation is said to be 
from heaven, and that angels are said to be connected with 
it, is evident from Mat. xxiv. 30,31. “And they-shall see 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with pow- 
er and great glory. And he shall send his angels witha 
great sound of a trumpet,” Xe. It is well known that the 
word Angel signifies a messenger, and is applied to men, 
yea, sometimes to the elements of nature by which God 
accomplishes his purposes. ‘The phrase, “his mighty an- 
eels,” is in the margin,—“the angels of his power.” See 
eu Matthew xxiv. Whitby and McKnight.—As to the] 2d. At the same period that the Thessalonians were to 
phrase “in flaming fire,” it is a common figure of speech injobtain rest, God was to recompense tribulation to them 
Jeseribing God’s temporal judgments on men for their sms. who were their troublers or persecutors. This is very ob- 
See among the texts the following, Mat. iv. 1. &e. Nojvious by quoting verses 6 and i—seeing it is a righteous 
man who has read the scriptures with attention but ear em, with God to recompense tribulation to them that 
have seen that fire is the usual figure of speech by which!trouble you ; and to you who are troubled rest with us.” 
God describes his judgments on the Jewish nation.— That! And when shall both these things take place ? It is added, 
it sould be used so in the passage before us need excite no/“when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heave ne 
surprise, as the apostle was describimg the most awful ven-:It is very evident, 1f the day of judgment be the time refer. 
geance which ever came upon them. We have seen al-!red to, when the Lord Jesus is to be revealed from heaven, 
ready, that the expression, “taking vengeance,” or, as it is,God is not to recompense tribulation te the wicked until 
in the margin, “viclding venge ance” on them that know this period, But according to the popular faith on this 
: The period when onr subject. the wicked are to be punished from the moment 


But it may be asked, “Did the Thessalonians whom 
the Jews persecuted, obtain rest from their perseeutions, at 
the period when Jesus was revealed from heaven to take 
vengeance on the Jewish nation ? I answer, yes,—for our 
Lord referring to this very period, says to his disciples, 
“when these things begin to come to pass, then lift up your 
heads for your redemption draweth nigh.” Those who 
endured to the end of the Jewish dispensation, were not 
only saved from the calamities which came on the unbe- 
lieving Jews, but christians throughout the Roman em- 
pire were at rest from their former persecutors. This we 
believe is a matter of history as well as of fact. Indeed, 
the very cirenuistences of the case shew, that after the de- 
struction of Jerusaiem, the unbelieving Jews could have 
littie power or influence m persecuting christians. Their 
own troubles were sueh, that under them they could 
not weiltrouble others. 





not God, can oceasion no difficulty. 


. * 4} yb aw f > } ae coll ne after 
Lord came to take vengeance on the Jews, is called, “the!of their death until the dav of judgment, as well as aftez 
inl ' } 


days of venrrance that all thives whieh are written may!jhis period. We must then either maintain, that the 
‘ ef by a> : -, } 


DDIM, 14 
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Thessalonians are not to obtaim rest, nor the wicked be fas the rreatest pert of mankind will experience the pair 
punished uatil the day of judgmeut, or relinquish the com-jof positive torment with every possible aggravation, as 
mon interpretation given to this passage, It will not do tollong as God exists, as a just reward ior the sins they have 
he punished in their bodies}committed in Gn life. This sentiment is supposed to be 
lihis period, though the:r souls will be punished in atheld forth and vindicated by the general tenor of scripture 
separate state. No; the: Apostle makes no such distine-| where it ‘iii on the subject of punishment for sia, or ef 
tion, Hor is it likely it would be made, unless sach a difh-jrewarding mankind according totneuw works. 
culty needed to be relieved which presses hard against the} po, some considerable time past this sentiment has beer 
nommon interpretatio n. Atany rate, let such a distin “I Joubte . by many in this country, #3 it has by some per- 
, before we are called on to adit it, for ye in the most of christian countries ever since the days 


? 
eay here that they are not to 





tion be prov 


YP AeserlLlon »s "Ver con nee We 
mere assertions can hevet aiale us. jot i theapostles. flowever,even among those who have 
3d. When Christ was revealed from heaven to reco) n-'b een { ily satisfied, tromthe general tenure of seripture 
~ a 

° ’ ’ 4 { ; t a @. .. - ‘ 

pe ise tribulation to those who troubled the Thessalonians ‘that the epibion ol the en iless misery of God S rational 
ant gave them rest from their troubles, it was the same'offpring is not a truth which the wisdom of God saw fit to 
time mentioned verse 10th, “when he shall come to be jlacorporate in the body of divine revelation, there are ma- 
clorified im his saints, and to be admired in all them thatiny who are et:ll so much under the influence of tradition- 


believe (because our testimony among you was heleved a sentiments and notions, that when the y read of the sec- 


ta th if day.” if ou rit to be notired he re, that the wot ls lond de ath they hi irdly xcnow in wil hat | lent to view it. This 





*becanse our testimony among t was believed,” are in-tdiffe ulty isnothing more than what might rationally be 
in a porenthesis. Meku wives the following expected, for itis undoubtedly true that sentiments and 
ton of this verse, which is more intell zibl le. “Jnjopinions which are erroneous, having been imbibed im 
it diy, Woen he shali come to be glorified through his|youth while the mind is tender and susceptible of quick 
nts, and to be admired dy oll fs covers ; and by you.jaad deep impressions, fre juently never cease to act in some 
beeasze our testimony was beiieved by you.” The oi ly jue sree on the mind while the person lives, notwithstanding 
question here ts,—was Christ wifted through his saints. rerhaps he may see cause to change the general sentiments 
onl was he admired by all the believers, and even by thelof his mind in respect to religion. : 
j essalor a wher oY was i 1 fr mh . en amd) 9) +. « £1 notion? in the scriptures. that those Jews whe 
) sae elt. se a abe p reatens tae ce se That pee were converted to Christianity were superstitiously fond 
fi prensa Mam ’ ae re ae : eames of the eeremo jes of the law of Moses, while those who 


was, we presume will — be gnestioned, ae then th y viet were converted fromthe heathen idolatry. frequently re- 
ey Soon FO en anaes pers nerd _ beheld hi tained sume superstitious reverence for an idol, 
ml vengeance on them in renderneg tribulation to those ; 

who had troubled tuem.. At this period. they could pot] Such powerful influences are by no means so easily shook 
bat sine this sonc—“ereat and parvellous are the works. {oll as many may imagine, and while they think they are 
Lord Ged Rescotity - nest and true ure the wave. then}well purged from the old leaven of the Pharisees, some 
kine of cuints. Who shall not fear thee. O Lord. and elo-{tinetures may ctill continue to agitate the affections and to 
rivy thy name? For thoa art holy: for all the nations|?lind the mind. Under such disguised and improper in- 


shatl come and worship befere thee: for thy judements|}iluence, no reasonable doubt ought to be entertained, that 

ave made manifest. We give thee thanks. O Lord Gou| 0 the reformation from Popery, the Protestants retained 

Almivaty, which art, and wast, ant art to come ; because [somne doctrmes of the Catholic church which are as char- 

thou haci taken to thee thy great power, and hast reion-jacterstic of the beast as any in their whole creed ; and 

ed.” Rev. xv. Qdyand 11,17. if believers glorify God. while the reformers paid great attention to apply the pow- 
uf 


when Paul who once persecuted them became a preacher{er of ¢ leansing to the outside, too much uncleanness whiel 





ot the faith, cae i, 23, 21) how much more when their}lay within was passed by unnoticed. 
persecniors were gererally rem l, and they saw the} Of all those doctrines which constitute the dark mystery 
“Son of man coming in his kingdom.” Mat. xvi. 28 of iniquity, and stand in opposition to the doctrine of the 
The phrase, “admired in all (hem that believe,” or, ac-|oospel of life, none can, w ith equal right, challenge so high 
ording to McKnight, “1 y ‘all thie believers,” can form noja rank as that ef the neve r-ending, unmereiful p nunishmen 

oh objection to the views given. The term «aii, omni ovyeementioned. Should we cousider this doctrine in re 

prehenting ali these who were believers at the period iallation to the character which it gives to ihe F ashes of our 
which Christ eame to take vengeance on the Jewish na-Ferdeite, it must shock the mind with the very sensible sur- 
ton, record, with the preceding context, and is confirmed! prise, to sec those eruelties which marked the characters 
by the succeeding. _At verse lth, Pant prays that thelof heathen gods, sublimated to infinity in the merciful Je- 
Tire oniaus might be counted werthy ef thie calling.|hovah whose tender mercies are over all his works, Nor 
What calling? The context alroady con red leads us’ to] does the consideration of this sentiment in relation to its 
his answer. VW rthy Ob tne tay or Chinst heme ad-|effeets on tue human heart, any more endear it to the em- 
Baty tin them at this period, aud of obtaming rest mere p race of those afiections, which having been turned inte 


Christ should be reveated from heaven, ta > Ven sean j the current of gospel grace, extend a christian charity te 
ithem that know not God aud ebey not the 2 “Asia mankind : ” 
unbelief brought on their perseeutors this ven 


£0 ~ ; F 
faith in the testimony of God ibveh | Being confident that the foregoing remarks, on \the doc- 
bat nture tes y Ua Om, rN Lene ty ve VIS, 


\ > of } ae eatin . Diag > 
ind enduring to the end, procured their safety bi ven tl re) of ent PULISRMERS, Be NACOMroverion Im the 
A +} i ah’ ign Pa : abe: | Sagal nature of things, if is concetved to be perfectly safe to be- 
Lpesties of onr Lord were no ; mised satiety, if byj ; ‘ : A 
their attending to the instructions given t! “a Matthey.) 222 ©8F examination of the Second Death with an expec 

ae > } i9 ln JUSLPUC UOT StVCiUu Liem tie i L Ww. J - ’ *. 4 y 
hanter xxiv. , jtalon of fiting it tostand on diflereat ground from the 
iapPrer a ie] 
Aw Ts ;  {° mmonly received opinion. 
’ : i? s cy ‘ Ase = 
FO BE CONTINUED. { Ji the resultef the present disquisitions prove a disap- 

{ : . . ° 4 

= jpoiuiment to those who are in the habit of believing in the 

‘ , 

Ses the fu } jcommon opinion, this disappointment must be a very hap- 
inte py one, ior if this result differ from the common opinion, t 


st of necessity, issue in something better, as itis unpos 
ible that it should in any thing worse. 


»the seriptures for our guide, wherever thir 
sucht to be willine to eo. aml bv no mean’ 
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Vv 








ompel our pilots on to rocks and quicksands for the sake|( 
1 gratifvme notions erroneously formed. 


Ua 


The Death of which an illustration is to be attempted, 
ny called the “Second Death” readers it necessary that 
we Inquire, to what death is it second ? 


Le 


Therelore labors on this general subject may be proper- 
yuirected to ascertain, 

1-t. That death to which the 
erly considered second. And, 
The Second Death, and its similarity to the first. 


second death may be prop- 


‘The general op non represents those deaths as different 
u their nature and circumstances as is possible to conceive. 
The first death is supposed to be the death of the body, 
au! the second a state of never-ending misery. 

The death of the body consists in a total extinction of 
ile with allits appendages. Inthis situation there is no 
seuse of desire, no sense of pain, or pleasure ; no hopes, 
of course no disappointment; no love, nor fear; in short 
ness nor mi-ery. Second to this, it is -believed 
that a state of positive sufferings in the eternal world is 
properly placed, but we think erroneously. One moment 
of rational reflection would suggest the greater propriety 
ot « ling rthe abovementioned stete of punishment, the 
second life; because in such a supposed state there are 
many appendages which bear a likeness to the life of man 
in this worid, while there is not one which bears the least 
resemblance of the death of the body. The death which 


neo happ 


ete te ee mn ee te eee 





God hath given them ihe spirit of slumber, eyes that they 
should not see and ears that they should not hear) unte 
this day. And David saith, let their table be made a suare, 
anda trap, anda stumbling block, and a recompenee unte 
them : let their eyes be durkened that they may not see, 
and bow down their back alway.” Dan. xii. 2, “And ma- 
ny of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake 
some to everlasting Jife, and some to shame aud everlast- 
ing contempt.” 

This passage m Daniel very fitly corresponds with the 
words of Paul before quoted. “The election hath obtain- 
ed it and the rest were blinded,” the dust of the earth in 
which the Jewish Church was asleep, was the carnal ordi- 
wances of the law, and the added traditions by wich they 
made the law void. John v. 28, 29,“Marvel not at this ; 
tor the hour is coming, inthe whi¢h all that are in thei 
vraves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; they tha. 
have done good unto the resurrection of life, and they t! 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” M 
xxv. 46, “And these shall go away into everlasting pun 
ishment : but the righteous into life eternal.” For an il 
lustration of the passage quoted from Daniel, that guoted 
from John v. and this in Matthew, the reader is referred t 
Ne, 2d. p. 85.* ‘Those seriptures which | have quoted 


Lia 


this cuse are generally understood to reier to the same 
state of endless punishment which is supposed to ve de 
nominated the Second Death in Revelation. 


But it is worthy of notice that the state of condemnation: 





t seems proper to state as the first death ts the apostacy of 
the Jewish charch, which apostacy we shall fio: 
fed or represented asa death. Jolin viii. 
sand Jesus again unto them, ! go my way, and ye shall seek) 
ne and shall die im your sins: whither I go ye cann it! 
come.” 24, *[ said, therefore, unto you, that ye shall die 
ye 


1 to be 
7 
~+9 


cal- 
See 


’ 
| 


in yeur sins; for if ye believe not that ] am he. 
he in your sins,” 


rected by the 51st verse of the same chapter. 
rily. Tsay unto you, if a man keep my 
ver see death.” 


sayings, he shall) 


aa 


sould avoid seeing the leath of the body by keeping his|Verse t5 
sayings, but that aman - ght avoid seemg that death which jeiling of the world, what shall the receiving 


those would die whe did not believe in him. 


Keep in mind that this death in sin is a consequence 


avhich the Saviour connects with unbelief, in the following 3 


“For if ye believe not that lam he yeshal! die in your sins.’ 

A few scriptures relating to the unbelief of the Jews, ar id 
the state of death and condemnation into which their un-: 
belief brought them, will here be considered. John xii. 
37—41, “But though he had done so many miracles before 
them, yet they believed not m him; that the sayimg of 
saias the prophet might be fultilled, which he spake,— 
Lord, who hath believed our report? And to whoim hath 
arm of the Lord been revealed? Therefore they 
could net believe, because that Vsaias said again, he hath} 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their heart; that they 
should not see with their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and [I should heal them. These 

things said Esaias, when he saw his glory and spake of 
hin.” Mat. xni. 18, 14, 15,*Therefore speak | to them in 
parables: because they seeing, see not : and hearing, they 
jiear not; neither do they understand. And ip them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, by hearing 
yeshall hear and shall not understand; and seeing, ye 
shall see, and shail not perceive ; for this people’s heart is 
waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 
eyes they have closed ; lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should un- 
derstand with their heart, and should be converted, and | 
should heal them 


x} 
en 


tlie 


Rom. xi. 110, “What then? Israel hath not obtained 
that which he seeketh for; but the election hath obtained 
st, and the rest were blinded (according os it is written, 





“Then)* 
~,ualr 


Jesns could not mean here that a man} launto the 


into which unbelief brought the Jews, is never called, in 
pture, the SECOND DEATH, though it is represented as 
ath. ‘The plain reason is, it being a ¢ leaths p unbelie! 

apostacy under the first dispensation, or Covenant, it is 
the first, an d not the second death. 


That the 


state of condemnation into which the Jewish 


shall: Church fell, is not astute of endless punishinent, 1s evident 
The common oplaion that Christ spakelirom many scriptures, particularly 
in the above quotations, of the death of the body, Is cor-|apostle continues his discourse 
“Verily, ve-|"1 say the ry lave they 


Rom. xi. where thx 
trom the ahove 


stun nbled that they 


quotation 


should jail: 


. Sail 

\God 1 wbid ; but rather through their fall salvation is com 
Ge ntiles, for to provone them to jealou 
» “For if the casting away of them be the re 


OF Lueu é 
but life from the dead.” And more to this effect may Le 
iseeu in the same chapter. 

Qi. The death which tie seriptures represent as secon 
*'to the death which has been here ilustrated, is the apousta 
cy of the Christian Church, and the stale of condemnuatioi 
leonnected with it. ‘To this subject our winds wey be di- 
rected by the following scriptures. 

Heb. x. 26—29, “For if we sin wilfully after that x 
have received the eg of the truth, there re: - 


1a} 
eth no more sacrifice for sin, but a certam feartul 
for of judgment and fiery | indignation, which shall devon 
ithe adversaries. He that de sspised Moses’ law died with- 
out mercy under two three witnesses: of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shal! le be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
ceunted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 


or 


sanctifie: j,an unholy thing, and — done despite to the 
spirit ef grace ?” Rom. xi. 20, 21, 22,“Well, because of 


unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. 
Be not high mm: le. 1, but fear: for if God spared not the 
natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not thee. 
Behold, therefore, the goodness and severity of God : 
them which fell, severity ; but towards thee, 
thou continue in his goodness: otherwise theu also shalt 
be eut off.’ The evident meaning of the apostle here, is. 
on the Jews who rein, God's severity fell; and uf you, 
Gentile believers, do not continuc by faith in God's 
ness, you also will receive the severity of God, in being 
ent off, as the unbelieving Jews were b through 


on 


goodness, if 


2.90 - 
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ibe hurt of the second death.” 
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unbelief. 2 Thess, ti, 3, “Let no man dex 
means: for that day shall not come, except there come a 
falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, 
of perdition.” 
the quotation above, and here speaks of the falling away 
of the Christian Church and of the setting up of the man 
of sin. The blessed Jesus who sowed the 
kingdom, in the hearts of the believers, knowing that thi- 

falling away, in the then future age of the church, would 

take place according to the sigus given under the law by 

the travel of the Jewish Church, represented it in his usu- 
al method, bya parable. See Mat. xiti, 24,25, &e. *An- 
other parable put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom 
of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed vood seed in! 
his ficld : but while men slept his euemy came and sowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his way. Xe. 1 Tim. iv. 
1,“Now the spirit speaketh expressly, that im the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to se- 
ducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 

The first passage where the words second death occur 
stands mm such a connexion as to reuster its meaning easy 
to be understood. And it will appear, on a careful exam- 
mation, not only to favor the idea which has been sugges- 
ted, but to contain argument within liself, to satisiy chris- 
tian professors. in general, that the second death dees not 
mean a state of endless punishment. See Rev. u.S—11. 
*And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write ; these 
things saith the first and the last, which was dead and alive; 
I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty (but thou 
art rich) and— know the blasphemy of them which say 
they are Jews, and are not, but are the sinagogne of satan. 
Fear none of thosg things which thou shalt suffer : behold. 
ihe devil shall cast some ef you into prison, that ye may 
be tried ; and ye shall have tribulation ten days ; be thou 
faithful unto death, and [| will give thee a crown of life 
fie that bath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith un- 
to the churches ; he that overcometh shall not be hurt of 
the second death.”—Note Ist. This address is to a church 
of believers, who are exhorted not to fear those things 
which they had to suffer,to try them. Qd. T! who 
overcome all the trials which were put upon them, were 
not to be hurt of the second Ceath. . The fair conelu- 
sien is, that those who fell from their stediastness.in the 
faith and patience of Christ, would be hurt of the second} 
death. 4th. Itis the opinion of Christian professors im! 
general, that those who are brought to believe in Christ 
may fall away, yet not finally. [t is then evident, that those 
who were believers in him who is the first and the last. 
who was dead and is alive, were liable by being overcome 
of the devil, to be hurt of the seeond death. 


1Ose 


The epistle to the church in Sariis is remarkably clear 
en the subject in discussion, Rev. iii. i—6, “And unto the 
angel of the church in Sardis write ; these things saith he 
that hath the seven spirits of God, and the scven stars; | 
know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, 
and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things that 
remain, that are ready to die: for] have not found thy 
works perfect before God. Lememher, therefore, how 
thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. 
if, therefore, thou shalt not watch, will come on thee as 
a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come up- 
on thee. Thou hast afew names,even in Sardis which 
have not defiled their garments ; and they shall walk with 
me in white; for they are worthy. Ife that overcometh., 
the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and! will 
not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will 
confess his name before my Father, and before his angels. 
He that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith un- 
to the churches.” Note Ist. The church in Sardis is ae- 
That this death is the seconp 
DEATH, is ev ident from the text quoted trom the apostle 
to the church of Smyrna. “He that overcometh shall not 
This shows, as has been 


eused of bemg DEAD. 


‘eive you by anyjmnst be hurt of the second de ath. 


the son}hdd not overcome, but were overcome, 
St. Paul spoke of the fall of the Jews injto the texts, when compared, the chureh of 


word of the]|their carmeits. 
est part 


‘Ition of 





The Church in Sar. 
lis had tallen into death, and are exhorted to repent ; they 
thererore , accord) ing 
Sardis had tal. 
len into the SECOND DEATH. 2. It is ac mnowledaed that 
there were a few names m Sardis, who had not defiled 
‘This was a testimony agamst the great- 
tuat they had defiled their garments, ‘Those who 
had not defiled their garments were to walk with him who 
hath the seven spirits of God and the seven stars, in white, 
being worthy. ‘This isa testimony, that those whe had 
defiled their garments, should not walk with Christ, be- 
cause they were not worthy. 3. To those who overcome, 
it was promised, that they should be clothed in wlote , and 
that the:r names should uot be btotted out of the 
life, but that their nam s should be confessed 
and his angels, 
had not ov 


book of 
before God 
‘This isa plain testimony, that those whe 
ercome, but were dead, should not be clothed 
tu White nor walk with Christ, but that the.r names shonld 
he blotted out of the book of lie and hetore 
Ged and his angels. 4th. In that the text proves that the 
major part of the church tn Sardis, had defiled their gar. 
ments, it as fully proves that they onee had garments which 
were not defiled. And wherein the text shows that those 
who did not overcome, should have their names blotted 
out of the book of life, it as tully shows that their names 
vad beeu written in the book of lite, for they could not be 
plotted out if they had not been there. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. ] 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 





ro “J. B.” 


Sir,--In the Inquirer of the 15th inst. I find a continua- 
your reply tomy remarks contained in the same 
paper of April 17th. It being your intention as you ob- 
serve to *correct some mistakes in my communication,” and 
reply more directly to it, f think the article deserving a 
little attention. 

You commence by “asking permission to correct some of 
the mistakes which appeared in the communication aliuded 
to, and offer scripture for the same.” lL assure you Sir, that 
I shall always be happy to have my errors pointed out, and 
shall feel myself under obligations to you or any other per- 
son, Who will have the goodness to correct any mistakes 
which I may have fallen into; confidently believing that 
our mental felicity is mereased in proportion as the mind is 
irradiated by the light of truth, and enabled to have a 
clear perception of these things which pertain to our peace: 
how far you have succeeded in the atiempt, the impartial 
reader perhaps will be more able to determine than my- 
self ;--L have however to say, that Tam far from being cons 
vinced that Lam in an error in relation to the subject mat- 
fer at issue. or that the scripture which you have offered as 
proof wil] im (he least coutribute to render the same appar- 
ent. 

You will permit me Sir, to correct (what I conceive te 
be) some mistakes of yours, particularly so in the evidence 
which you have exmbited. You refer me to John vii. 32, 
I ask, have you given this as a genuine and correct. trans- 
lation? Js not the word “given” wpon which so much 
stress is laid, an interpolation, | trust you will readily 
grant that this word was supplied by King James’ transla- 
tors upon their own authority, and jhe omission of it I think 
would have rendered it more clear and intelligible than 
the use of it. his word you will observe is in italics in 
the common version, and ought not to be there unless with 
some further qualification. Omitting this word it reads 
thus : “For the Holy Spirit was not yet, because that Je- 
sus was not yet glorified.” In this, 1 cannot possibly dis- 
cover any thing which favors the idea that the spirit had 
never been given prior to the resurrection of Christ.— 





oticed, that those who do not overcome, but are overcome, 


Nothing like this appears to be intimated. The reign of 
Christ, or of the Holy Spirit was not yet come, that dispen- 
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setion, called the ministration of the Spirit, had not then 
eommenced, or rather was not established. You will ob- 
serve that Christ was to come in “power and glory” before 
the new dispensation or era of Gospel light should be in- 
troduced. [ readily grant that the Spirit was not given in 
that pecular manuer which was imparted on the day of 
Pentecost, when Christ came in glory and the Mosaie dis- 
peusation was to be superceded by a dispensation more 
perfect and glorious, 

Paul speaking of the legal dispensation says,“But if the 
ministration of death, written and engzraven m stone, was 
glorious ; how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be 
rather glorious: For if the ministration of condemnation 
be clory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness 
exceedin glory.” Altho’ the ministration of the Spirit 
had not at that time been fully established, yet we are not 
to inter that the spirit nad not previously been given. That 
the influence of the spirit was more general at the time 
this power was exhibited, I aimitted in my former commu- 
uication. ‘The mass of testimony in proof of its having 
becu given, is suificient to s:lence a solitary expression like 
the one offered, even if you have given it the most favour- 
able construction. Christ and his apostles constantly en- 
jo:ned it upoa those whom they addressed, to receive the 
spirit and come under its guidance, not to resist it, &c. and 
believers testified that they had received it, and been de- 
livered from improper desires and the destructive effects of 
sin by this renewing spirit of life ; that it had made them 
free from the law of sin and death. Anabundance of tes- 
timony might be adduced which would establish the poiut 
beyond controversy ; a few texts only however J shall give, 
which I trust will be sufficient. At the “laying on of hands 
by the apostles, the Holy Spirit was given. Simon a ma- 
gician witnessing the same, offered to purchase this power, 
but was informed that it was not to be purchased with 
money.” Pau! in exhorting his Thessalonian brethren 1 


exhibit the fruits of the spirit, says * God hath also gtveu* 


us his Holy Spirit—'lells his Corinthian brethren that no 
man can say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit, and 
that a manifestation of the Spirit is given to eyery man to 
profit withal,” 1 Cor. xu. 5,7. Again he says “God hath 
revealed unto us the things which he hath prepared for 
those who love him, for the spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God, For what man knoweth the things 
of a man, save the Spirit of a man which isin him? even 
so the things of God knowest no man, but the Spirit of 
God: Now we have received the Spirit which is of God, 
that we may know the things that are freely given to us of 
God, Chap. 2d Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you.” Christ 
in bis inimitable sermen on the Mount, says, “If ye bemg 
evil know how to give good gifts unto your children; how 
much more will your heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit 
unto those who ask him.” David says, “Take not the Ho- 
ty Spirit from me” and “holy men of old spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit; For as many as are led 
by the Spirit ot God are the sons ef God.” Says Paul “ye 
have not received the spirit of bondage again unto fear ; 
but ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby, we 
ery Abba, Father: For the spirit beareth witness. with our 
spirit that we are the children of God.” Need any thing 
further be said to shew that the spirit of God was imparted 
previous to the resurrection of Christ ? ' 


You next come to my interrogation. “He (Christ) says 
nothing about giving a new existence to spirits. If man 
in his pristine state, possessed a principle which should not 
perish with the material fabric, but, should survive the 
death of the body, now happened it to be lost in the inte- 
rim, between his creation and the advent of the Saviour.” 
To which yon reply, “{ grant that man, from his creation 
to the resurrection of Christ, had im him an imperishable 
principle, a spirit, and that it never was lost. But I deny 
that, previous to the resurrection of Christ, the spirit of 


death of the body. [ maintain that, im order tor that spirit 
to become the man, or the man the spirit, he must be re- 
newed in his mind.” It appears to me Sir, that you are 
confounding the spirit of God, with the human mand: You 
deny that the -pir.:tof God was that man until he is re- 
newed &c. Ldeny that it is even then the man. I have 
always supposed there was a great ciflerence beuween this 
sparit, and the mind of man. I frankly coniess my belief 
in the operations of the spirit ow (he mind, end that it is by 
its influence that the mind isrenewed as the apostle says, 
and made conformal ile to the principle of rectitude. ‘The 
iruit of the spirit issaid to be, love, joy, peace, &c. but I 
do not fina nat the mmd by beimg thus operated apon, be- 
comes an immortal soul, and that this and this alone ts to 
vive it an existence ina tuture state. If the spirit of God 
is to “become man” alter the mind is renewed, | sec not 
but that the existence of the soul must commence trom 
that period; for you observe that “God gives existence to 
spirits by spiritualizing the individual minds of men. I 
would ask were not the minds of men spiritualized betore 
this event ? The immortality of the soul! is then to depend 
upon some peculiar change 1m the mind ; consequently our 
state 1s strictly a probationary state, and not only our the 
ture happiness, but our future existence depends upou the 
operation of the spirit of holimess upon the mind.— Accor- 
ding to your views of it, I can hardly see why you call 
this an “imperishable principle” when its existence de euds 
on this change, or otherwise must be annihilated. 

You qu te Solomon to prove that “man has no pre-emi~ 
nence above a beast ; as dieth the one so dieth the other > 
all go to one place.” Solomon here seems to Le in a pecu- 
har state of mind as you will perceive trom his accompan- 
ying remarks; yethe undoubtedly had reference to the 
corporeal system, when he said “as dieth the oue so dieth 
the other,” that as the system of one was mutable and mor- 

al, so likewise was the other, and this was owing to those 
‘stablished laws to which all matier is subject, and this 
must ever be the case with respect to every species of an- 
imated matter. In this respect there is no pre-eminence. 
—But he continues, “Who knoweth the spirit of man that 
GOETH UPWARD, and the spirit of a beast that gocth down- 
ward tothe earth?” He does not ask who knoweth this 
to be a fact ? for he seems to admit it ; but who knoweth it 
(that isthe spirit) who can search it out, and inform us 
what it is, or Who can comprehend it? Solomon. however 
seems at this time to be under some peculiar exercises, for 
he says, “much wisdom is much grief”? which militates 
against his writings generally: But whether iic had doubts 
respecting the immortality of the soul or not, [ feel grate- 
ful for the faith which I profess, and the information which 
has been communicated upon this subject, by him whom [ 
can confide in, and who was greater than Solomon. 


I affirmed that Christ came not to save from wrath, but 
to save fromsin. You seem not to agree with me; but 
lask, what is wrath? You give Paul's answer, “The oper- 
jation of the law. The law (saith he) worketh wrath.— 
Did not Christ come to save us trom this wrath?” Perhaps I 
‘was not sufficiently guarded in the expression: [ had_ref- 
‘erence to the wrath of God, or eternal wrath which we 
hear somuch about ; aud still affirm and am ready to 
‘maimtain, that it was not the object of his mission to 
jsave us from this kind of wrath : If we are saved 
from wrath, it is that which is consequent on sin as 
an effect which is mseparably connegted with it; and in 
this sense it may be said, we are saved from it ; for in being 
saved from sin, we are consequently saved from the effect of 
it. ‘The Apostle says we are saved by being turned away 
from our miquities, that we may not experience the evils 
of sin. | aim far trom believing that our kind and merci- 
ful Creator, ihe source of purity and love, is burning with 
the base passion of wrath; for wrath is destractive of fe- 
licity, and we read that “wrath is cruel, and anger ouira- 
ges.” How the law worketh wrath in any other way than 
by a violation of the law of righteousness, 1 know not. The 








God iu may was that man, and contigued such after the 
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peace of mind enjoyed from a edience, 1s as much depen- 
Went on the law, as wrath is an elfeet of it. Paul furth er 
gays “Where there is no law. there is no transgression.” — 
"The wrath of God abideth on the disobedient. But this 


is net correct, strictly speaking, for God is not exercised 
with wrath. 


You ask what is sia? and call upon Paul to answer,— 
*QO wretebed man that { am, who shall deliver me from 
the body of thisdeath !° Lagree with you that he came to 
deliver from sin, but not from the law ; (thatis,not to take 


the law away.) but rather to deliver from the power of 


the law; that the “law of the spirit of life might make us 
free from the law of sin and death.” 


With respect to mistaking your meaning in speaking of 


the resurrection of the saints; it is possible I may have so 
done, | understood it agreeably to the manner in which I 
remarked, and presumedthat [had your views ; I suppo- 


eed at any rate that you meant toconvey the idea that the; 


ancient saints were made perlect, and came in glory, which! 


was to mea new idea. Having extended this beyond what| 
YT anticipated, ! shall close my remarks at this time. 


HoraTio. 
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SUBJLCTS OF GRACE. 


“There is an appearance of solemnity on the minds of}}; 


the people in this place, and there have been two subjects med up by askiag, if they have 





jeth ie ation to all At ase,” in the belief of whieh we enter 
imto rest. 

Permit me then to remind those who look with an evil 
eve on this “slroug Universalist and his wife,” that they are 
bys © means the only reciments of the grace of God in 
that place. The wisdom ef Godis without partichty. 
the two who are mentioned enjoy the fruits of the spirit 
more decidedly and more constantly than their neighbours, 
it is because their faith in the promises of God is stronger 
—-it is because they trust without doubling, and theretore 
without condemnation, in the unerring word of truth, Be- 
ing persuaded that their veiher is not only willing, but 
able to perform ail his counsel, and that the good pleasure 
of his will is to reconcile all things to himself, and to gather 
together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heav- 
en yand on earth, they rejoice with j joy unspeakable and tull 
of glory. Permit me then to advise those who are thus 
spec lally the saved of the Lord, to stand fa-t in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made them free, and not to be 
again eutangled in the yoke of bondage. Let your light 
so shine belore men, that those who speak evil of you ~~ 
be ashamed. VPersuade others by the mercies of “God, t 
yield themselves a living sacrifice to God, which is shale 
reasonable service. Teach them that the ways of wisdem 
are pleasant, aad that all her paths are peace. That the 
yoke of Christ is easy, and that his burden is light. 





Christ hath indeed told his followers, that in the world 
they shall havetribulation. He has teld them that othe: 
shonld speak all manner of evil of them falsely. He has 
warne d them of some who should be ready to destroy their 
lives in a mistaken zeal tor the glory of God; and has sum- 
called the master of the 


° house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of 
of yrace—ua strong Universalist and his wife.”—Christian - “4 perbur 


Secretary. 


his honsehold? While he warns of tribulation im the 
world, he says also, Inme ye shall have peace. He has 


The above paragraph purports to be from the pen of “a bidden us to rejoice when men speak evil of us. He has 


gentleman in Sandwich, Mass.” 


bidden us pray fer our enemies who would take our lives 


. Cicll” alte Reaiiee ates a - erie 
Judging by the tenor of the above, it appears that the|’" their bigoted zeal, and he has given us a token of disci 


grace or flavour of God is net very abundant in that region,}! 


or no good reason could be given for noticing these two in- 


stances. ‘T'o my apprcohension, this is e\ 
The good old book: informs as, that the Lord is good to al] 


that he supplies the w rants, and satisfies the desire of ev ry 
living thing. An apostle likewise informs us, that the} 


dently a mistake. 


pleship in the language of those who defame our doctrine 
as the doctrine of devils, and its professors as the dregs of 
creation. ‘That they say all manner of evil against us 
falsely, 1s anaes Jent to need proof. The signs and tokens 
ior which an unbelieving generation look in vain, are ours 
in the strongest sense. “We rknow that we have passed 








. ' E> : from death to Lirr, because we love the brethren.” One 
constant care of Providence in the supply ef our wants, is}-" . , 


the witness of his goodness. Are the people of Savdwich} 


lis our Father even God, and al! we are brethrer. 


} 


. - Se etmidientedl 
destitute of thetckens of Divine goodness manifested to = - 
others in the successively changing seasens? Do not the CHARITY 


sunstime aml the rain conspire to produce the fruits of the} 


earth, which fil our hearts with joy and gladness? Why! 
then is it represented, as a remarkab le ci reumst snce, that 
Sandwich contains “two subjects of grax 


."—and that these 
are—“a strong Universalist and his wife.” 


But why is the “appearance of solemuity on the minds 
of the people ?” [sit because a “Universalist and his wite” 


are objects of Divine favour in a peculiar sense ? 
is indeed the “special salvation,” 


Pheirs| What is it that sympat! 
which follows as a conse- : 


What is it that flies upon the swift pinions of the dove te 
bear the olive branch of peace,andto pour the balm of 
consolation into the wounded heart, overwhelmed in sor- 
row? Charity. 

What is it that calls inte exercise all the enerzies of the 
soul to conciliate dithculties, and to make peace 


> with those 
rh are af ey 
whoare atenmity? Cherily. 


pathises with a distressed brother 


: ross S . and forewarns him of all appreachine danger ; that expos- 
quence of their belief. You can surely find no other cause ' > vedi 


of murmuring or complaint. in the bounties of 
dence we are al! partakers, and we bless God that this isa 
pledge, or earnest, of the fulfilment of the declaration, that 
the TENDER MERCIES of our heavenly Father are over all 
his works. Instead, then, of the spirit of heaviness, put|! 
on the varment of praise, and rejoice with us, that the Lord 
reigneth. 

Turn then, ye prisoners of hope, to your unchangeable 
Father and friend. Give credit to the glorious testi: aony 
of the Lord by his prophets and aposties, Listen to the 
declaration made to Abraham, that in his seed [Christ | shall 
all the nations, families, and kindreds of the earth be bles- 
sed. Examine further, and learn that this blessing is svs- 
TIFICATION, even the turning of all men from their iniqui- 

ies. This is the sum of that glorious gospel which “bring- 


Provi- 





tulates with the wretch whu seeks te doa brother an in- 


jury?) Charity 


What is it that promotes order, harmony and brotherly 
affection im society ; that binds the hearts of men together, 
as it were witha three fold cord which ts strong, yea: a four 
fold cord, which is noteasily broken? Charity. 


What is it that mingles a tear with the afflicted widow: 
the helpless orphan, aud ehild of misfortune, and with more 
than virgin kindness and tenderness wipes the tears from 
weeping eves? Charity. 

What is it that cheers the heart of the desponding widow: 
that makes the orphan rejoice, that coutents not itself by 
saying to the poor, depart in peace be ye warn and be ye 
filled, without giving to their 


relief ; but administer te 
their necessities? Chertly. 
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What is it that feels for the woes of the wretched—that,| 
aste the friendly mantle of forgiveness over the faults and 
voibles of men, and condemns not to infamy and disgrace 


for a single fault? Charity. 


promised being in paradise, on that day, with our Lord. 
'} And the neglect of Matthew, Mark and Joha to mentiom 
the conversation, which took place between Jesus and one 
of the malefactors, proves, to us at least, that it was not 


What is it that has effaced the wrinkles from the brow|©2sidered in so important a light and involving such mo 
of ease—shed a ray of sacred joy in the chamber of death|™€2tous Consequences, as many suppose at this day. 


—made the countenance of the dying, placid—diffused 
throughout the earth a faint foretaste of the pleasures of 


‘uturity, and that binds heaven to earth? Charity. 


But passing by the silence of three out of four Evanze- 
lists, concerning the difference which took place io the 
language of the two thieves; let us examine Luke's testi- 


Whiat is it that will render your memories dear, when}|™ony Upon this subject. It appears that while all three 
the sun of thy mortal life shall be sunk beneath the hori-| Were hanging upon the cross, one of the criminals, address~ 
zon of time ; that will cause your grave to be kept green ing Jesus, says: “if thou be Christ save thyself and us; 


by the tears of gratitude and affection? Charity. 


the other exclaims, “Lord remember me, when thou com- 


O Charity ! how delightfu) and lovely in appearance ; est into thy kingdom.” Jesus knowing that he was able te 
at hari J + DOW CONST INE Bn, Overy Wh appearance 5)-ave himself and those suspended with him, s aw that if he 
wrartange plier foul stains bes! ae ‘Syne soy = big- should so do, the law and the prophets would not be fulfil- 
etry: thouheavenly maid, arrayed in spotless robes of led, and remains silent as to the request of the former. 
purest white, ever reign in our hearts, fill as with divine 


senevolence, and expand our minds with good will to all. 
Z. F. 


From the (Portland) Christian Inielligencer. 


THE CHRISTIAN OP It TULATOR......No. XX. 


Much has been said concerning the two malefactors, 
who were crucified with our Saviour, to prove an eternal 
separation between the righteous and the wicked. It 1 
generally contended that one of them met with an evan-}; 
gelical repentance a little before his death, and had the as- 


surance of eternal happiness in heaven; but that the other 
remained unconverted and sinful, and passed trom time in 


to an eternity of misery. If these things are clearly sta- 
ted as facts in the sacred scriptures, it surely settles, at 
ence, the controversy about the final salvation of all men. 
But if they are not, we conclude that those, who assert the 


But to the request of the latter he could with the greatest 
propriety answer him, by assuring him that to-day he 
should be with him in paradise. Surely, there is nothing 
here, which sentences the other malefactor to endless mise- 
ry ; and this fact ought to teach modern religionists, at 
least this useful lesson ;—not to be so wise above what is 
written, as to assert that he was sentenced toa state of eter- 
nal perdition. Unfortunately for the advocates of endless 
punishment, the four Evangelists give no intimation of the 
eternal damnation of that malefactor. Luke tells ns it is 
true, that Jesus informed one that he should be with him 
in paradise, but he is careful aot to inform us that he sen-. 
tenced the other to endless ruin. ‘T'o us it appears most: 
probable that the Lord knew that both would vo to para- 
“idise ; and im consequence of this knowledge, he satisiiet 
the inquisitive malelactor, by stating to him th. ut he shoul 
be with him. 





As for any evidence that one of the thieves was miraev- 


” 7 : , ae : lously converted to christianity upon the cross, we have 
above idea, do it too hastily, im the midst of their zeal to , Bs. 


maintain a favorite system. 


Let us examine the testimony of the Evangelists on this 
point, and see if we can, what the true state of the case is. 
Four inspired historians have described the last suffering 
eene of the Son of God, and all unii2 m asserting, that 
there were two malefactors crucified with him. As to the 


nove. [t does not appear from any thing that is recorded 
of him. It is true, we find him asking to be remembered 
by Christ; but this isno more than every man, in his sen- 
ses, has as much desired in his last moments, as the expi- 
ring thief. If thisis any evidence of a man’s salvation, ali 
men will be saved. 


; . ; : {may not, perhaps, be improper to remark here, that 
conduct of the two thieves on this occasion, two of the I y ° I nic pro} remark here, tm 
: : M . . the verse containing the assurance to the thief, that he 
(ivangelista, Matthew and Mark, agree in stating, that 


hoth alike insulted our Saviour on the cross. See Matt. 


xxvii. 44. “The thieres also which were crucified with 


him, cast the same in his teeth,” that the imsulting seribes 
and pharisees did. Mark xv. 32—And they that were cru- 

ified with him. reviled him.” flere tivo witnesses agree 
exacily, as to the conduct of the two thieves, and declare 


should be in paradise, is wanting in many ancient copies of 
|the New ‘Testament, and is contended by many of the 
_jlearned to be an interpolation. Llowever this may be 
one thing is certain; it affords no proof that the othe 

ithief was to be made endlessly miserable. 


ORIGEN. 


. own? Ta 
chat both of them united in reviling the Saviour. They oe 


make no distinction between their conduct, or their char- 
icter, at all; much Jess Go they assert, that while one re-|T’o the Presidents, Professors and Tutors of the 
mained an oblios ite offender, and was doomed to endless 


misery ; the other became savingty converted, and was 


>romised a seat in heaven ut Luke gives us an addi- 


tional accormt. He says that one of the malefactors railec 


on him, saying; if thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 
But the other answering, rebuked him saying, dost thou 
not fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation ? 


And he said unto “Jesus, Lerd remember mb when thoi 
eomest into thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Ver 
ily Tsay unio thee, to-day shalt thou be with me in para 
‘ise. John mentions the circumstance of two thieves be 


tng erucified w ith Jesus, but is totally silent concerning ced the! arned, beth in Europe and America, the 


any thing which passed between him and the malefactors 


ie does not so much as intimate that any conversation’'Gre k Testament, from whieh the co: 


took place between them. 
amount of testimony upon this subject. [t appears tha 


two criminals were erneified with Jesus ; that two wit- lnowledeed by those who have paid the greatest 
uesses unite in declaring that both reviled and insulted to this: portant sal ject, to be the most 
him ;—that after this, one of them changed the tone of printe: 1 Greek copy of the New-T'estement extar 


his language and spoke more recpectfinily :-—that he w 


was 


LETTER TO THE CLERGY AND OTHERS 
> respective 
Universities and Colleges in the United States : 

To the learned Clergy of ail denominations ef Christion 
and other li iterary gentlemen who believe in the Christian 

| religion, and who fcel an terest in preser ring and hund- 

ing down to posterity the New-Testament, tn its original 

purity; and of detecting whatever muy be considered cithe 

enierpolations im the original Greek, or errors in the irons 

lation, the following Epistle is rtspr 


s 


| ‘sh 
f uly addressed. 


_jReverend and learned Gentlemen, 





-| The labours of Griesbach and others ware fully convin- 
t what is 
s.jealled the Received Tezt, that is the common co pies of the 


vit 


mmon version was 


Let us try to draw up the'meade, is not so correct in all ite parts as it mi¢ht and onght 


t.to be ; and that the Greek aerurding to Grieshech is ack- 
attention 


corre vial oi env 


thet the different transiaticns af Ca phe} WOH 


{ 


e 
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Wakefield, Scarlett, \iackn: bight, Tiompson and Belsham, 
elearly show that the common version Is not so periect and 
correct mn oe laces as it might ng ven where no error 
has been discovered in the Greek of the received text. 
From these cons: ide erations the writer of this Epistle has 
attempted to make still Lurther improvement on what is 
called the Imoroved Verston, published in Englend som: 
years see, and lias published an edition of the New-Tes- 
tam: ate tr anslated from the orginal Greek according to 


Grieshbach.on the basis of the tourth London edition of 


the * rroved Version. This work has met with such en- 
eourase ment, and the demand for it is so great, that he is 
now about to put it op stereotype, for which purpose the 
whole, and every part, will be carefully revised once more, 
aud compared wiih the original Greek. And that he may 
spare no pains within his power ot rendering it as correct 
as possible, he onee more respectfully and humbly solicits 
the attention of the learned to this subject. The work is 
too importaut, and it ts finding access to the minds of too ma- 
ny to be thought that it may be winked out of signat by 
the studied silence of the Clergy. He therefore begs that 
it may be faithinily examined, but with an eye of justice 
and candonr: ¢ n { fs any important errors can he discover- 
ed, he wishes to ! them noticed through the medium of 
the pubbe prait, that they may be corrected before the 
work ts put on stereotype, when it will not be so easily 
amended, Lvery “8 nt of this kind will be gratefully re- 
ceived, and carefully attended to, by the public’s obedient 
aud very humble ser awry 
‘ABNER KNUEELAND. 
Philadelphia, May 10, 1824. 


A religious maniac.—Israel Ruland, of Brookhaven, 
who we understand has been sometime labouring under 
what ts ealled a concern of mma. on the mght of the 5th 
awoke his wife, and very deliberately told her, that it had 
been revealed to him, that he must destroy his family, and 
as deliberately rose for the purpose; but the wife not be- 
lieving in the revelation, took her departure for some of 
the neighbours, who having collected, they returned to 
the house, where they found the oldest child, about & years 
old, lying on the door step, where R. had taken it by its 
heels and dashed ils brains out—it lived nearly an hour. 
Fie likewise had broken the skull of another child about 
four years old, belonging to a woman in the house—it is 
said it cannot live.—Sag Harbor Correcior. 


ANOTHER VICTIM 
TO THE 
DOCTRINE OF UNMERCIFUL PUNISHMENT. 


A few days since, Salina, the wife of Mr Ebenezer 
Treadwell, of Weston, committed suicide by hanging her-, 
self. On the day of the above fatal act, we learn that one 
of her sisters had spent several hours with her—that Mrs. 
‘}’. was much exercised in mind on the subject of religion, 
and her soul’s salvation ; and that she strongly urged her 
sister to stay. Soon after her sister had gone, Mrs. Tread- 
well ordered her servant girl to take her infant child. 
which was only a few weeks old, to a neighbour's, without 
assigning any cause. The girl carried the child as direct 
ed; and about an hour afterwards returned, and found 
Mrs. T. missing. On the table lay a billet direeted to her 
husband, who was then at work m the field, which at once 
strongly impressed uvon the mind oi the girl that all was not 
right. On opening it, her fears were confirmed : it stated 
that {he aet she was about to commit was not for any 
thing that he had done, but that she felt as if she must 
jeave him, her miant babe,and the world. The girl cal- 
led upop a young man that was passing——they searc'.ed 


the house, and found Virs. T’. suspended by the neck in the} 


garret, and lifeextinct. She was about 23 years of age. 
Lridgeport Farmer. 
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THE LAND OF REST. 
Tuere is a land of glorious rest, 
Where pure and happ vy spirits rove, 
Yor ever and for ever blest, 
The land of spotless joy and love, 


O ves, there is a land of res st, 
Free from corroding grief and care ; 
No storms, no dangers there molest, 
Nor discord once shall enter there. 


The land of rest—the land of joy, 

Where quenchless glories meet and shines 
And fit for angels its employ, 

For all its pleasures are divine. 


There is no land of rest beside— 

But where is this blest region found ? 
It is not bound by ocean tide, 

It is net upon earthly ground. 


Tis where bright angels sweep the lyre, , 
And spirits of the just repose ; 

"Tis where the sera; rf s living fire 
With undiminished ardour glows. 


Blest land, methinks [I see thee now, 
All siniling in perennial bloom, 
With rapture thron’d onevery brow, 
And flowers that breathe divine perfume. 


Then hail to thee, thou land of rest, 
And hail thy harps of holiest strains, 
And hail those crowns that grace the blest, 
Who rove along thy happy plains 


But ah! thatland of rest is far, 
And dark aad trackiless is t 
Yet Horr, a bright and glorions star, 
Points onward to the dear abode 


Though winds and surges beat and rear, 
They only drive from earth away, 
And urge to that celestial shore ; 
And ‘mid the storm that voice is be A 
That whispers, * {here ’sa Land of Re 
centile 
DIED, 
At St. Vincents, Capt. Naruan Auiyxn, of the Schr, 
Three Sisters, of New-Lendon Ct. azed, 


Then what though stormy be the way, 


AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
KNEFLAND'S, GREEK snp ENGLISH TESTAMENTS. 
Do. LECTURES. 
Do. COLU MBIAN MISCELLANY 
BanLou’s NOTES ON THE PARABLE: 
Do SERIES OF LETTERS. 
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Do. ELEV EN SERMONS. 
Do ON ATONEMENT. 
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; The UNIVERSALIST HYMN BOOK : a new colle 
tion of Psalms and I]ymns, for the use of Universalist So- 
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